
We were on a 15-hour bus ride when we heard about the tsunami, on our way to Isaan region. Once we were back in Chiang Rai, we considered going to help in the south of Thailand, but did not have the opportunity until March. Nathan’s parents came to visit in January, which was nice to have family here. In February, we made plans for our future ministry and our move to a new town. We decided to stay at Eden House until the girls’ summer break started in early March. The younger girls are in their home villages visiting whatever relatives they have. We took the eight teenagers to the south of Thailand to help with tsunami relief March 12-19. 

It has been three months since the tsunami, and there’s still a lot of work to be done. The people are still recovering and trying to rebuild their homes and their lives, even as they still grieve their loved ones. We were the team leaders for our group of 14 (including 4 Eden House staff), which kept us busy for 8 days. The girls helped with childcare in two of the temporary displacement camps. The team also did physical labor at a playground site, and helped to rebuild a house in the village where we stayed. We had the opportunity to help with a Red Cross project in the village, training volunteers who are doing a sustainable food project to be used to train villagers. We hope we were an encouragement to the people of this village and area that has lost so much. 

Meanwhile, Eden House will soon have its 2nd house completed, and be ready to take in 7-8 more girls later this year (then another 8 next year). Besides us, two of the young Thai staff are leaving to continue their training, so please pray for mature staff to come disciple these girls in all areas of faith and life. It is hard for us to leave these girls, but we hope to stay part of their lives. They are helping us as we prepare to move and want to come visit. 

We delayed our move to April, because Nathan has gone to the U.S. for two weeks because his grandfather is in poor health. He will return April 7th. 

Upcoming Events

We are moving to a rural area to Mai Ai in Chiang Mai province, 2 hours west of here near the Burma border. In this area there are Shan people, a hilltribe people, and northern Thais. This is another big transition for us after being settled in Chiang Rai, which seems like a big city compared to where we’re going (but it’s a small rural city compared to Chiang Mai). There will be adjustments for us to make and we will continue learning how to live in this new environment (e.g. buying all food at the market instead of a grocery store.) We will make trips back to Chiang Rai to visit friends and get things like milk and western food, etc. 

This move means the start of new ministry for us. We will continue to work with YWAM as part of a new YWAM team and will start a new work doing community health development, as well as serving others working in the area. This has been our plan from the start, we just didn’t know when or how. It seems the time is now, we just still need God’s help with the how! 

We will start with a Training of Trainers seminar in Chiang Mai. This will be a review of our development training, and teach us some new things, too, we hope. We also hope to meet others we can partner with in this work. In May we will probably start new language study. In June, we will attend a conference, which should teach us a lot as we’re just starting out, and will introduce us to others with the same ministry goals. This is also an exciting time for YWAM internationally as we’ve started 50 Days of prayer & fasting as a mission. Thank you for supporting us with your prayers, finances, and encouragement. May God be glorified!

Blessings,

Nathan & Bethany

